
  
 

Mykidstime Family Guide to Galway 

 
Welcome to the Galway Races Mykidstime Guide to Galway.  We have put together some suggestions to 
make your family’s visit to Galway as enjoyable as possible.  As parents ourselves, we are delighted to 
share with you some of the family friendly spots round our favourite city in the West of Ireland!  

The Mykidstime Team 

Top Things to do at the Galway Races 

 
• Have fun watching the horses on show in the parade ring and pick out who you think the winner will be. 
• Experience the excitement of the horses thundering past to get to the winning post first. 
• Enjoy the fun rides and stalls in the Free Area of the Racecourse. 
• Get creative and make your own hat to enter in our Mad Hatters Competition on Sunday, 1st August. 
• Enjoy musical entertainment throughout the week. 
• Watch out for the fun characters in the crowd on Family Day – Sunday, 1st  August. 
• Have your face painted on Family Day and enjoy a great Family Day out 



  
 

Things to do in Galway City 

 
Indoor 

• Try out the Kids Detective Sheet at the Galway City Museum (FREE) 
• Visit Galway Atlantaquaria and see if you can spot the octopus 
• Leisureland at Salthill has three pools including kids pool with water slide and pirate ship 
• Galway City Library has a wonderful children’s book section with toys and seats (FREE) 
• Hipkidz at Briarhill is great for older kids, combines fun and exercise at the same time.  Wild 

Nettle Café onsite as well. 
• Soft play areas – Kardio Kids in Athenry, Play Town in Loughrea 
• Take in a matinee at Eye Cinema, Wellpark. 

 
                                              
Outdoor 

• Lady’s Beach and Grattan beaches at Salthill (FREE) 
• Take a Boat Ride on The Corrib Princess 
• Playgrounds – see our favourites list below (FREE) 
• Feed the swans at The Claddagh  (FREE) 
• Walk the length of the Salthill Promenade (don’t forget to kick the wall at the end, a good old 

Galway tradition) 
• Try one of the 3 Salthill Family Walking Trails – download and get the family walking! 

http://www.mykidstime.ie/read/features/things-to-do/1791-salthill-family-trails    

 



  
 

Where to Stay 

 
 

The Ardilaun Hotel 
Taylor's Hill, Galway, 
Tel: + 353 (0)91 519 794 
Fax: + 353 (0)91 521 546 
Email: info@theardilaunhotel.ie 
Web: www.theardilaunhotel.ie  

The Ardilaun offers luxury 4 Star Galway 
Accommodation in a tranquil setting.  Leisure 
Club with Pool, Sauna, Steam Room, Jacuzzi, 
Gymnasium and Avalon Beauty Salon. Situated 
close to Salthill and City Centre. 

 
Renvyle House Hotel 
Connemara, Galway 
Tel: + 353 (0)95 43511 
Fax: + 353 (0)95 43515 
Email: info@renvyle.com  
Web: www.renvyle.com  
 

 
Winner of 'Georgina Campbell Family Friendly 
Hotel of the Year 2009'.  Also in the 
Bridgestone Guide '100 Best Places to Stay in 
Ireland 2009', very family friendly 

Courtyard by Marriott 
Headford Road, Galway 
Tel: +353 (0)91 513220 
Fax: +353 (0)91 513201 
Email: 
galway.info@courtyardgalway.com 
Web: www.courtyardgalway.ie 
 

The Courtyard by Marriott Galway features 
104 rooms. Large interconnecting rooms are 
available for families and cots can be provided 
upon request. Located only a short walk from 
Galway’s Eyre Square and Quay Street, the 
Courtyard by Marriott has built a strong 
reputation for its great hospitality, great food 
and great location. 

 
The Twelve Hotel 
Barna, Galway 
Tel: +353 (0)91 597000 
Fax: +353 (0)91 597003 
Email: enquire@thetwelvehotel.ie  
Web: www.thetwelvehotel.ie  

 
12 Minutes from Galway City set in the 
celebrated beauty of the west.  Award winning 
Boutique hotel with flexible family style one & 
two bedroom suites. Family friendly 
restaurants, gourmet dining and live 
entertainment. This is the family life, Irish 
style. 

 

 



  
 

 

Where to Eat 

 
• Milano's,  Middle Street is very baby friendly, great pizzas 
• Mustard, Middle Street has Mini burgers perfect for wee ones 
• Arabica at Galway Atlantaquaria is right beside aquarium and play park 
• Lohan's, Salthill Their kids menu is as Gaeilge as well! 
• Da Roberta's, Salthill with great pizza and pasta selection 
• Eddie Rocket's, Eglinton St and Wellpark has free crayons and colouring sheets 
• The Huntsman, Wellpark, elegant pub with child’s menu and colouring sheets and crayons 
• Living Room, Bridge St has very friendly staff 
• Ed's New York Pizza, Prospect Hill, Eyre Square (next to Cuba) with an emphasis on fresh, healthy 

ingredients 
• The Twelve Hotel, Barna. 
• Sample the variety of tasty food available around the Racecourse 
 

Playgrounds 

 
• Millenium Children’s Park, by Galway Cathedral 
• Toft Park by Galway Atlantaquaria 
• Claddagh Park, Claddagh 
• Lough Atalia Park, on Lough Atalia Road 
• Cappagh Road Park, Knocknacarra 
• Athenry Playground and visit the Athenry Heritage Centre 
• Loughrea Playground, feed the swans while at the playground. 

 



  
 

 
 

Other Suggestions 

 
• Take a walk by the river at Dangan, start off at the Sports grounds, head down the hill to the river 

and walk past the Teahouse (old restored ruin) and along to the NUI Galway campus.  You’ll see 
lots of nature on the way. 

• Combine a trek through Barna Woods with a stop at the Cappagh Park playground, (we love the 
great long slide!) 

• Head for Ballyloughnane Beach at Renmore (take the road down the hill across from GMIT) and 
explore this long beach 

• Visit www.mykidstime.ie for lots more suggestions for things to do while you are in Galway 
 

Shopping 

 
• Wooden Heart, Quay Street has a lovely selection of quality toys 
• Early Learning Centre in Eyre Square Shopping Centre 
• Classic Gifts in Corbett Court (the side entrance to Eyre Square Shopping Centre) has unusual 

gifts and toys 
• Stock up on nappies or juice at Dunnes supermarket Briarhill; Joyces supermarket Athenry, 

Supervalue Oranmore – Oran Centre 
 


